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Courthouse Square Historic Preservation Commission 

COA application: 196 

Applicant: Maher Algasas/Karma 

Address: 1101 East Jackson Avenue 

COA Request: A) Remove window on east side to create corner entry
B) Replace plate glass windows on front façade with casement panel windows

COA History: 5/2013 - Case #111 – Petra Café’ 
a) Replacement of (2) side doors
b) Removed and filled one window due to water damage
c) Recessing front door to accommodate handicapped accessibility
d) Removing (2) plate glass windows on front façade and replacing with

casement windows
7/2012 - Case #96 - Petra Café - Request to make exterior alterations 
7/2008 – Case #13 - Parrish Baker’s Pub – Request to construct rear storage 

   addition and to move entrance from center of façade to west side. 

Historic Preservation   
Ordinance references: Sec. 54-26. (1-3) 

Design Guidelines 
References:  Section 10 – Exterior Building Materials  

Section 11 – Windows, Doors, Blinds, Awnings, and Canopies 
Section 12 - Storefronts 
Section 14 – Porches, Entrances, and Entry Steps 
Section 15 – Signage 

Consultant Comments: 

A2H, PLLC Comments: 
1. Modify Existing Storefront:

a. General:
The extent of work proposed in this application is unclear. The applicant should clarify the
proposed changes and provide additional information on materials, detailing, canopy
placement, and any changes to building signage.
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b. New Door Opening: 
The purpose of the new door opening is not clear.  Adding a new door in the location 
indicated would have a major impact on the building’s overall appearance by altering its 
relationship with the street.  Unless more information can be provided supporting the 
need for its placement, this cannot be considered an appropriate alteration. 

 
c. Replace existing windows: 

It appears as though the applicant intends to replace the existing single pane glazing with 
multi-pane units.  This work would not be in compliance with the Design Guide.  When 
addressing storefronts, the guidelines note the importance of retaining large plate glass 
windows where present and recommend against the installation of multi-pane windows 
where they never existed. 
 

d. New Copper Canopy: 
The drawings provided by the applicant indicate the inclusion of a new copper canopy.  
The exact size, location, and details associated with the canopy’s construction are 
unclear.  The Design Guide does recommend against the introduction of new metal 
canopies to historic facades.  If the applicant intends to construct a new canopy, an 
alternative approach should be taken that is in compliance with the Design Guide, and 
additional information must be provided. 
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